Pre-Visit Activity:

The Comforts of Home

Objective:

Background:

Procedure:

By examiningtheir own homes, students will identify the minimum requirements for
life. They will usethisinformation to comparetheir needs with the needs of plants
and animals, explainingwhat animals and plants need to survive.

All animds, including humans, have the same basic needs. Every animal needs a
home. M og of us livein ahome of somekind. But ahome is morethat just a
house. The scientific term for an animal’s homeis “ habitat”. Itislikea

nei ghborhood that has everythingin it that is needed for survivd.

Have the students think about the most importart things they need in their home.
M akealist of theseitems and talk about wha they need to survive. Differentiate
between needs and wants, challenging children to think about what is essertid —
food, water, and shelter. Write these words on the chalkboard. Air, space, and
sunshine areimportant and will be discussed at the park. Food and water will be
easy concepts for the dudents. Shelter may be moredifficult. Ask the studentsto
explain what shdter is.

Have the students draw a picture of their own home including pictures of wherethey
find food, water, and shelter. Ask the sudentsto labd the parts of ther drawings.
Food and water will not be difficult to identify. Shelter could be shown by labeling
theroof or celing of ahouse.

Oncethe drawings are completed, write two words onthe chakboard: ar rangement
and habitat. Say thewords aoud askingthe children to repeat them. Tdl the
students tha when food, water, and shelter go together in aspecial way so tha
animals — including people— can live, we cdll that placeahabitat. Thefood, water,
and shelter arein an arrangement tha makes it passible for the animasto live. Ask
the studentsto writetheword habitat in bigletters at thetop of their drawings.

In anticipation of thetrip to Wind Cave National Park, ask the students wha kinds of
homes they might discover a the park - include the prairie, forest, and cave habitats.
Have the students draw a picture of the animal or plant they selected in the Nametag
Activity. Ask them to make surethey includeits habitat — food, water, and shelter in
an arrangement they think would make it possible for the animal to survive. When
they have completed thepicture, ask them totak about ther drawings, pointing out
the habitat components they haveincluded. Asyou driveto thepark, havethe
students look for animas and for the animals’ homes.



